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After  liftoff the airplane was at about "fifty to one-hundred feet off the ground when it was suddenly knocked to the ground."  The pilot
attempted  to  maintain  directional  control  as  the  airplane  impacted the runway "hard."  The pilot believed that a he encountered an
unexpected downdraft.
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Accident



Brief of

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows.
The pilot's encounter with adverse weather.  A factor was the unexpected downdraft after takeoff.

Accident (Continued)

Occurrence #1:         LOSS OF CONTROL - IN FLIGHT
Phase of Operation:  TAKEOFF - INITIAL CLIMB

Findings
     1.  (C) FLIGHT INTO ADVERSE WEATHER - ENCOUNTERED - PILOT IN COMMAND
     2.  (F) WEATHER CONDITION - DOWNDRAFT
----------

Occurrence #2:         IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation:  DESCENT - UNCONTROLLED

Findings
     3.  TERRAIN CONDITION - GROUND

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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